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In the past, responsibility for preserving the research data lay solely with the researcher in question.

However, there have been a number of recent cases of serious research misconduct, including the
fabrication of data, Government ministries and agencies now stipulate that research institutes must adopt
rules and guidelines that require researchers to archive their research data for a set period and to disclose it
on demand.

In response, Kyoto University(KU) formulated the Promoting Research Integrity Regulations of Kyoto
University, which came into force in March 2015. These regulations state that Faculty and Staff, etc. , must
archive their research data in an appropriate manner for a specified period, and must disclose such data when
required. The Executive VP in Charge has laid down rules that govern the minimum preservation period of
research data and allocated individual responsibilities in Matters ruled for the Preservation and Disclosure
of Research Data as defined in Article 7-2 of the Regulations regarding Promoting Research Integrity of
Kyoto University.

KU has created this brochure to help staff at KU, especially towards Lab Members and Staff who engage

in research activities at KU, to understand their individual obligations in this regard.
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. What is “Research Data”?
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Research Data is defined as “the recorded information (regardless of the form or the media in which
they may exist) necessary to support or validate a research project’s observations, findings or
outputs” (3¢1) . These include printed or handwritten documents (laboratory notebooks, field notebooks,
etc.), digital items (numerical data, text files, spreadsheets, software, etc.) , and physical objects such as
audiotapes, videotapes, photographs, etc. , as well as experimental apparatus.

KU defines the research data that Faculty and Staff should preserve as “research materials which are
the grounds of presented research discovery”.

(¥%¢1) The University of Oxford Policy on the Management of research data and records

http://researchdata.ox.ac.uk/university-of-oxford-policy-on-the-management-of-research-data-and-records/
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' What Should Researchers (including graduat_e;%t
' Regarding the Preservation of Research Data?’

FARKF TR, RFETHRET ) ETCOEDEFGEL T, IROZEZEODTVWET !

Kyoto University has defined the followings as being the responsibility of all the researchers on campus.
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Keep your research data as required by the preservation plan of the lab you working in or your

individual research project.
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Anyone no longer engaging in research activities at KU due to resignation, graduation, or
completion of an academic course, etc., must report where their research data is kept to their

Supervisors with regard to such research data so that KU can trace.
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How Long Should Research Data be Preservedy

REON— VTR, FFEFEICBCTED 2 RTFHRBIE. UZANFORREL LS EDHI10FLL
TWwET, (BEEFEEVREBEOBEEND LT —F Z10FEIH 2 VIR CED S Z LD WETTOT, f
RHEDOEBZELIIFON —VEHER L TLEE W, )

L2L. Wi7eE e LCHE OB RN T 23 HBEMLICRRIEH ) FEA. LR BN T -7 %
BETHEIICLELE D,

KU requres the preservation period to be stipulated in the preservation plan to be “at least 10 years after
the presentation of the said research papers, etc. unless there are overwhelming reasons not to.
However, if there is no limitation on the period of your accountability for the said research papers, etc., the

research data should be preserved indefinitely.
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OAs a general rule, you should not destroy research data
before 10 years have elapsed!
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OFirst, be sure to check your Lab’s Data preservation plan!
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What Happens if You Do not Preserve ResearchiData?
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You will not be punished automatically for any inaction in this regard according to the regulation. However,
you will be at risk if you are subject to allegations of specific research misconduct (including
fabrication, falsification, plagiarism) shall be determined when you receive an
allegation of research misconduct of not being able to defend yourself using the actual evidence
that you should have preserved. If misconduct is found, the Faculty and Staff and
students will be subject to university penalties.
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More Information :
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After you graduated from university, an accusation of of research misconduct is lodged with the
inquiry university desk alleging the lack of authenticity of a figure in your doctoral thesis.
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The preservation period is still in force, but you cannot
produce the original data
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If you preserve the original data
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You show the original data to the
Investigation Committee and
demonstrate the error of the allegation.
Your argument is accepted, and
you are cleared of any suspicion.
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An investigation finds you guilty of misconduct.
And your degree has been revoked.
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Destroying your research data will not automatically lead to accusations of research misconduct, but you should
preserve your research data for the period stipulated in the preservation plan. If you do not, there is a risk that you
may be found to have falsified and/or fabricated data , or at least be found guilty of gross negligence of your
primary duties of care as a researcher as be understood by all the Faculty and Staff. In the process of everyday
research, therefore, you should conscientiously record and organize your research data.

OB RFEY =74 b (HAFE) : http://www.kyoto-u.ac.jp/ja/research/ethic/research _guide
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URL: http://www.kyoto-u.ac.jp/ja/research/ethic/research guide/documents/kiteil511.pdf
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URL: http://www.kyoto-u.ac.jp/ja/research/ethic/research guide/documents/research datal50730.pdf
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URL: http://www.mext.go.jp/b_menu/houdou/26/08/ _icsFiles/afieldfile/2014/08/26/1351568 02 1.pdf
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URL: http://www.scj.go.jp/ja/info/kohyo/pdf/kohyo-23-k150306.pdf

@®Kyoto University Website (English) : http:/www.kyoto-u.ac.jp/en/research/ethic/research_guide
*Promoting Research Integrity Regulations of Kyoto University
URL: http://www kyoto-u.ac.jp/en/research/ethic/research guide/documents/research-integrity-regulations201503.pdf
*Matters ruled for the Preservation and Disclosure of Research Data as defined in Article 7-2 of the Regulations
regarding Promoting Research Integrity of Kyoto University
URL: http://www kyoto-u.ac.jp/en/research/ethic/research guide/documents/research data en150730.pdf
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Research Promotion Division, Research Promotion Department, Kyoto University

Tel: 075-753-5410 E-Mail: integrity-el@mail2.adm.kyoto-u.ac.jp
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