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Kyoto is an ancient and wonderful city
of Japan and it attracts many domestic
and international tourists to visit the city.
Thanks for the opportunity for studying in
Kyoto University, | can have a lot of time
to explore and to enjoy this beautiful and
fascinating city. | first got to know to Kyoto
University from Prof Norio Okada, who

S 4

Saut Sagala later became my PhD supervisor. He kindly
(Indonesia) introduced me to apply to his laboratory,
(B HER1E 3 6)

Disaster Risk Management laboratory in
Department of Urban Management, Kyoto
University. After several correspondences, he kindly suggested me
to apply for International Doctoral Program of Graduate School
of Engineering, Kyoto University. The process required several
steps, including interviews with some professors from Research
Center for Disaster Reduction Systems. | believed the process
was tough as many people would like to apply for this limited
opportunity. Finally after a year process, | was informed that my
application was accepted and | could start my PhD research with
the sponsorship from Monbukagakusho Scholarship Program. |
was very grateful for this opportunity since this provided me a
strong foundation to develop myself to be a young scientist.

Prior coming to Japan, | completed my master study at
International Institute for Geo-Information Science and Earth
Observation (ITC), Enschede, the Netherlands. My master thesis

A=a=5—<3

was about flood vulnerability assessment with a case study
in Naga City, the Philippines. While doing my master thesis,
Indonesia and other Asian countries suffered from major disasters,
noticeable from Indian Ocean Tsunami in 2004, Nias Earthquake
2005 and Pakistan Earthquake 2005. This background motivated
me to focus my research in the field of disaster risk management,
hoping that my contribution could help to increase society’s
resilience against disaster risks. In the future, I wish to become
a scientist in the field of disaster in which I could give practical
solution as well as theoretical knowledge to the problem of
disaster management in the society.

In Okada laboratory, my main research is developing a model of
social resilience with the case study of mountainous communities
under volcanic risks. We seek to understand what factors play role
and cause people to carry out disaster preparedness. As we noticed
from recent disaster casualties, disaster preparedness prior to an
occurrence of disaster is very crucial. Our hypothesis is that three
levels of factors, namely: personal, community and institutional
factors are involved in determining social resilience of the society.
We applied this using the data we collected from communities
living in Mt. Merapi, an active volcano in Indonesia. Our results
indicated community factors: ‘collective efficacy’ and ‘community
participation’ play significant role to predict people intention to
carry out preparedness. These results help us to identify what
factors that need to be emphasized if one wants to increase the
social resilience of the society.
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Construction Law and Economics
Circle in Asia and Pacific (CLECAP)
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[Disaster Risk Management in Agricultural Sectors of China with
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[Dynamic Analyses of Low Strength Masonry Houses Based on
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: Site Specific Earthquake Ground Motions] (A2, E8. At+t=R)

[Application of Modal Decompaosition and Random Decrement
Kuroiwa Tatiana | Technigue to Ambient Measurement for Detection of Stiffness and
Damping Change of a Full-Scale Frame Structure] G2H.BfN. A 1THR)
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