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Disaster Drill- Real and
Deeply Impressed

Experience

As we know, Japan is a
country threatened by
many disasters like
flood,
typhoon and so on. The

earthquake,

Yuling Liu
(BLREERZ1F)

efforts by the cooperation
of government, residents

and scientists, etc. to prevent disaster left me
a deep impression.

On Jun 3rd, I participated in a disaster drill
organized by Disaster Prevention Research
Institute (DPRI) in Kyoto University and
some other research institutes in Kobe. The
drill field was located in an elementary school
where a big earthquake happened ten years
ago. When I arrived there in the morning,
many people had already been busy on
preparing for the drill.

A headquarters composed of ward officers
and technical staffs was in charge of the
whole disaster drill. Many monitoring
facilities, such as a plane with detectors that
connect with a display screen, were used to
get the whole image of disaster area as shown
in the right picture. In addition, some
advanced information systems such as
DiMSIS were applied to analyze the disaster
information.

E

Fig1. Monitoring plane

At 10am, the drill started. Firstly, some
residents and middle school students
evacuated to the shelter and after a while
younger children came here under the
guidance of their teachers. Then, some fire
brigades drove a car to clear the road-block
like branches of trees. At the same time,

A=a="5—<3

Fig2. Rescue of the injured

using a specific bag, some other firemen
provided clean water to the evacuees. There
were two kinds of bags with different
capacity, for example, one was 5 Kilo Gram,
and the other was shoulder bag in smaller
size for children. What an elaborate design!
In this drill, some residents showed us how
they helped the injured people. The response
of local people towards disaster rescue made
us conscious that importance of community
assistance and knowledge toward disaster
mitigation program because it is difficult to
provide external assistance to the disaster
affected people just after the shock. For
example, ambulance cars could not get into
the area due to the collapsed buildings and
blocked roads.

The drill ended around noon. After that we
had a very special lunch together. We were
informed that women cooked this kind of
soup with kelp and taro for those rescuers
after that big earthquake.

As a foreigner, I was struck by the high
consciousness of people to prevent disasters.
In the mean time, as a student in DPRI, I

realize our duty toward disaster mitigation.
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