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When teachers in my school days used to
ask me which is the country that [ would like
to visit in my life, I always used to answer
Japan. Japan’s technological innovations
have always inspired me and I was always

eager to know the reason behind its success.

e

( , Finally after staying in Japan for two years,
Rojee Pradhananga

I got the answer to my curiosity which is
(Nepal) none other than the extremely hard working
(BTH%HIRIE 3F)

nature of Japanese people. On October 2007,
I came to Kyoto for pursuing my doctoral studies. Kyoto is a quiet
and extremely beautiful city. At every 10 minutes of walk, you
can visit a new temple. This always reminds me of my hometown,
Bhaktapur which is a very cultural town similar to Kyoto. Besides,
I have a number of wonderful experiences in Kyoto. Being a
Nepalese national, many people have mis-conception that I am
used to with Himalayas and snowfalls. But, I am a local from
Kathmandu and I never had chance to feel snow in my life before
I came to Japan. In Kyoto, I enjoyed the red leaves, the snowfall
and the cherry blossom for the first time in my life.

All these could have never been possible if I did not have the
chance to continue my studies in Kyoto University. I am extremely
honored to Professor Eiichi Taniguchi for providing me the
opportunity to carry out my PhD studies under his guidance in
Kyoto University. Professor Taniguchi being an expertise in the
field of city logistics, I was always worried that if I could perform
up to his expectation or not. After coming to Japan, I became
more relieved and in fact his kind and caring nature have always
encouraged me to perform better. I am extremely grateful to all
the members of urban management systems laboratory who not
only helped for my research studies but also made my life in Japan
much easier and comfortable.

Our lab basically conducts researches for establishment of

efficient urban freight transport systems. My research study is
mainly focused on transportation of hazardous materials. While

considering Hazardous materials logistics, there are mainly two
important objectives to be considered. From public view, reducing
possible risk in association with the probable accidents involving
vehicles carrying these materials is the main objective. However,
minimizing the total cost for transporting these materials is
another important objective from company’s point of view.
Thus development of an efficient vehicle routing and scheduling
scheme for transportation of these materials based on both safety
and cost aspect is the ultimate target of my research study. A
multi-objective vehicle routing and scheduling problem with time
windows model for hazardous material transportation has been
proposed. Meta-heuristic Multi-objective Ant Colony System
(MACS) has been used to solve the problem. The performance of
the algorithm has been tested on benchmark problems. At present,
tests in application to a practical problem in Osaka road network
has been in progress.

Figure Osaka road network
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