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In the spring of last year |
came to Jgpan for the first
time. | was born and raised
in Brazil, but from an early
age | had contact with
Japanese culture, since | am
of third generation Japanese
descent. | remember when |
was a child, at least once a
year, my brothers, sister and
| used to go to “Undouka”
(EBE)Z). At thet time | did-
n't have any idea of the
meaning of this word, but |
knew that | could win alot of small prizes after playing
in some game or competition.

Before | came to Japan, | was working with the design
of dructures and my master’s dissertation was about
dynamics effects on machines foundation.

In Kyoto Universty, | belong to the Structura
Dynamics Laboratory of Urban Management
Department, and my Supervisor is lemura Sensel. My
doctoral research is about Hedth Monitoring with
emphasis on damage detection of civil structures. | am
interested in this topic because in Brazil | had the oppor-
tunity to work with Static Load Tests to analyze the
behavior of some structures such as bridges and build-
ings, but | felt | was lacking some knowledge regarding
structura dynamics monitoring.

| fedl lucky because of dl citiesto live and study, | came

Tatiana Kuroiwa
(BRI 1 &)

A=a=5—<3

to Kyoto. Before | arrived, the only thing | knew about
Kyoto was that it was the old capita of Japan and that it
had many temples and shrines. But from my first day
here, | was impressed with such perfect and beatiful
combination of mountains, water (from smal and big
rivers), temples, shrines, castles, Sakura in the spring
season and Momiji in the Autumn.

To finish this saf introduction | would like to refer to a
movie that | saw afew days ago. It shows the kindness
of Japanese people even a times of distress. The movie
was about German soldiers captured by the Japanese
during the First World War. This movie shows the way
in which German prisoners were treated. They were
taken to acamp and there the Japanese Generd alowed
the prisonersto normally lead their lives. They built alit-
tle German village, and through the teaching of music,
the learning of Japanese martial arts, cooking, planting,
etc., they had good interaction with people from the
Japanese community.

When the war was over, al prisoners were set free and
enemies of war became friends. Although the movie
was both in German and Japanese, it was easy to under-
stand the conveyed message that showed the respect,
generosity, humeanity, kindness and consideration
towards others of Japanese people.

It may be difficult to believe this story was red, but after
such close contact with Japanese people, behavior and
way of life, it becomes very easy to believe this story
was actudly true. *The name of the movie is “Bart no
Gakuen”. (Bart means mustache in German, because the
Japanese Generd had amustache).
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Kyoto University - UTC
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